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• NFL

AFC North

◦ Baltimore Ravens
◦ Cincinnati Bengals
◦ Cleveland Browns
◦ Pittsburgh Steelers

AFC South

◦ Houston Texans
◦ Indianapolis Colts
◦ Jacksonville Jaguars
◦ Tennessee Titans

AFC East

◦ Buffalo Bills
◦ Miami Dolphins
◦ New England Patriots
◦ New York Jets

AFC West

◦ Denver Broncos
◦ Kansas City Chiefs
◦ Oakland Raiders
◦ San Diego Chargers

NFC North

◦ Chicago Bears
◦ Detroit Lions
◦ Green Bay Packers
◦ Minnesota Vikings

NFC South

◦ Atlanta Falcons
◦ Carolina Panthers
◦ New Orleans Saints
◦ Tampa Bay Buccaneers

NFC East

◦ Dallas Cowboys
◦ New York Giants
◦ Philadelphia Eagles
◦ Washington Redskins

NFC West

◦ Arizona Cardinals
◦ San Francisco 49ers
◦ Seattle Seahawks
◦ St. Louis Rams
◦ NFL Mock Draft
◦ Fantasy Football
◦ Daily Fantasy Football Advice
◦ NFL Odds
◦ See NFL Tickets

• NBA

Eastern - Atlantic

◦ Boston Celtics
◦ Brooklyn Nets
◦ New York Knicks
◦ Philadelphia 76ers
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◦ Toronto Raptors

Eastern - Central

◦ Chicago Bulls
◦ Cleveland Cavaliers
◦ Detroit Pistons
◦ Indiana Pacers
◦ Milwaukee Bucks

Eastern - Southeast

◦ Atlanta Hawks
◦ Charlotte Hornets
◦ Miami Heat
◦ Orlando Magic
◦ Washington Wizards

Western - Southwest

◦ Dallas Mavericks
◦ Houston Rockets
◦ Memphis Grizzlies
◦ New Orleans Pelicans
◦ San Antonio Spurs

Western - Northwest

◦ Denver Nuggets
◦ Minnesota Timberwolves
◦ Oklahoma City Thunder
◦ Portland Trail Blazers
◦ Utah Jazz

Western - Pacific

◦ Golden State Warriors
◦ Los Angeles Clippers
◦ Los Angeles Lakers
◦ Phoenix Suns
◦ Sacramento Kings
◦ D-League and International
◦ WNBA and NCAA WBB
◦ Sonics Rising
◦ NBA Odds
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• MLB

AL West

◦ Houston Astros
◦ Los Angeles Angels
◦ Oakland Athletics
◦ Seattle Mariners
◦ Texas Rangers

AL Central

◦ Chicago White Sox
◦ Cleveland Indians
◦ Detroit Tigers
◦ Kansas City Royals
◦ Minnesota Twins

AL East

◦ Baltimore Orioles
◦ Boston Red Sox
◦ New York Yankees
◦ Tampa Bay Rays
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◦ Toronto Blue Jays

NL West

◦ Arizona Diamondbacks
◦ Colorado Rockies
◦ Los Angeles Dodgers
◦ San Diego Padres
◦ San Francisco Giants

NL Central

◦ Chicago Cubs
◦ Cincinnati Reds
◦ Milwaukee Brewers
◦ Pittsburgh Pirates
◦ St. Louis Cardinals

NL East

◦ Atlanta Braves
◦ Miami Marlins
◦ New York Mets
◦ Philadelphia Phillies
◦ Washington Nationals
◦ Minor League / Rookies / Prospects
◦ Sabermetrics
◦ Fake Teams
◦ MLB Trade Rumors
◦ FanDuel One-Day Fantasy Baseball
◦ Daily Fantasy Baseball Advice
◦ MLB Odds
◦ See MLB Tickets

• NHL

Eastern - Atlantic

◦ Boston Bruins
◦ Buffalo Sabres
◦ Detroit Red Wings
◦ Florida Panthers
◦ Montreal Canadiens
◦ Ottawa Senators
◦ Tampa Bay Lightning
◦ Toronto Maple Leafs

Eastern - Metropolitan

◦ Carolina Hurricanes
◦ Columbus Blue Jackets
◦ New Jersey Devils
◦ New York Islanders
◦ New York Rangers
◦ Philadelphia Flyers
◦ Pittsburgh Penguins
◦ Washington Capitals

Western - Pacific

◦ Anaheim Ducks
◦ Arizona Coyotes
◦ Calgary Flames
◦ Edmonton Oilers
◦ Kings, Sharks, & Ducks
◦ Los Angeles Kings
◦ San Jose Sharks
◦ Vancouver Canucks

Western - Central
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◦ Chicago Blackhawks
◦ Colorado Avalanche
◦ Dallas Stars
◦ Minnesota Wild
◦ Nashville Predators
◦ St. Louis Blues
◦ Winnipeg Jets
◦ Kings, Sharks, & Ducks
◦ Fantasy Hockey
◦ NHL GameCenter LIVE
◦ NHL Odds
◦ See NHL Tickets

• CFB
◦ View team list
◦ Advanced College Football Stats
◦ Every Day Should Be Saturday
◦ College Football Recruiting
◦ College Football Odds

• Recruiting
• CBB

◦ View team list
◦ Bracketology
◦ College Basketball Odds

• UFC
◦ MMA Fighting
◦ Bloody Elbow
◦ MMA Mania
◦ MMA Fighters
◦ MMA Fight Schedule
◦ MMA Rankings

• Soccer
◦ World Cup 2014
◦ English Premier League
◦ Spanish La Liga
◦ Italian Serie A
◦ German Bundesliga
◦ MLS
◦ NWSL
◦ View team list
◦ Odds

• NASCAR
• Fantasy

◦ FanDuel One-Week Fantasy Football
◦ Fantasy One-Day Fantasy Basketball
◦ One-week Fantasy Football Advice
◦ Daily Fantasy Basketball Advice

• Golf
• Tickets

◦ NFL Ticket Exchange
◦ NHL Ticket Exchange
◦ NBA Resale Marketplace
◦ Baseball Tickets
◦ College Football Tickets

• Shop
◦ NFL Shop
◦ NBA Shop
◦ College Shop
◦ MLB Shop
◦ NHL Shop
◦ NASCAR Shop
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◦ UFC Shop

• Tennis
• Longform
• Cycling
• Boxing
• Horse Racing
• Podcasts
• Local
• Running
• Water Polo
• Wrestling
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• Syracuse Basketball
• 2K Classic in Madison Square Garden

Syracuse Basketball Vine Rewind: The Bad & Good From The 2K Classic

By Jared E. Smith @JaredSmithCNY on Nov 24 2014, 3:00p 7
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Jim O'Connor-USA TODAY Sports

The Orange left their hoops fans a bit disappointed last week, as they lost to Cal and earned a tight victory over Iowa in the 2K Classic. Here's a recap 
of what SU did bad and well at Madison Square Garden.

 Tweet Share on Twitter Share Share on Facebook  Share Share with Orange friends 7 Comments 

The Syracuse Orange fan base is a few days removed from an up-and-down men's basketball showing at the 2K Classic last Thursday and Friday in 
New York City. The Orange (3-1) looked very raw in a 73-59 loss to the California Golden Bears in the semifinals, but quickly redeemed themselves 
with a tight victory, 66-63, over the Iowa Hawkeyes in the consolation game.

For the most part, Syracuse fans will not remember the two-day stretch fondly. Cal seemingly did what it wanted on offense making eight 3-pointers 
which helped the Bears sink 46% of their overall shots.

The Orange committed 11 turnovers in their Thursday loss, seven of them coming from their first-year players Kaleb Joseph (four) and Chris McCullough
(three).

On Friday, SU earned a victory but it didn't come without some frustration. Leading by 15 eight minutes into the second half, the formerly nationally-
ranked squad seemed to be in control. Yet, Iowa trimmed Syracuse's lead all the way to one point using the press and had a chance to take the lead until 
an Orange defense stop setup a McCullough dunk, which pushed the lead back to three points with about two minutes to go.

The win was a reminder of last season, which featured a lot of tight games that went SU's way. This one did too.

In the end, Syracuse left Madison Square Garden with a lot of uncertainty surrounding the team. Here's a quick "Vine Rewind" of what went bad and 
good for the Orange during the two-day stretch.

THE (REALLY) BAD happened during a a 17-5 Cal run at the tail end of the first half. During the span, Syracuse did a lot of bad things like: not 
finish scoring opportunities, turn the ball over and fail to close out on Cal's shooters.

The player who benefited the most from SU's five-minute lapse was Cal's sophomore guard Jabari Bird, who knocked down three 3-pointers during the 
Golden Bears' spurt. All the makes came from nearly the same spot on the floor–just outside NBA range.

The above sequence from the former McDonald's All-American was a part of Bird's 16-point performance that featured him making four of his five 
attempts from behind the 3-point line.

Now, Syracuse fans are well aware that at anytime one player can get hot and beat the 2-3 zone. That happens. It happened last Thursday during Cal's 
late, first-half run, which basically was enough to put Syracuse away because the Orange did a lot of this throughout the game:
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Now, Syracuse's loss to Cal wasn't because they were just  bad. The Golden Bears do deserve credit here as they moved the ball well and made open 
shots.

Another alarming issue for SU, out of the many, was the late-game play of freshman point guard Kaleb Joseph, who nearly cost the Orange a victory, 
but also somewhat saved them against Iowa on Friday as well.

In the final seven and a half minutes with Syracuse up by 11 points, Joseph's stat line: 0-for-3 on field goals (one being a head-shaking jumper with 40 
second to go), a turnover, a rebound, an assist (a beauty that setup a dunk for McCullough with 2:21 to go) and three personal fouls (two helped close 
out the game in the closing seconds).

It is safe to say, Joseph is going to be a good player for Syracuse. He has the tools to do almost everything head coach Jim Boeheim wants out of a 
point guard, but he is a freshman, so there's going to be a lot of growing with him too. He is not Tyler Ennis... Yet.

For those keeping track, Trevor Cooney was 5-for-15 (33.3%) form behind the 3-point arc in the two games of the 2K Classic.

THE (PRETTY) GODD for Syracuse was in the first 10 minutes of the second half in the consolation game.

At halftime, Syracuse led 34-29 thanks to Rakeem Christmas and McCullough combining for 20 points, six rebounds and three blocks.

Already this season, we're seeing a different kind of Christmas, who has asserted himself as the Orange's "go-to" scoring threat. The senior is at his best 
when McCullough is helping out, doing so, by also being productive. Here's an brief example of what I am talking about:

The duo was also fantastic on the defense end, especially late in the game when Iowa had shrank the Orange's 15-point lead to three with just under two 
minutes remaining.
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The duo also made free throws, as McCullough went 2-for-2 and Christmas went 1-for-2 in the closing moments from the charity stripe to help SU 
increase its lead to a heart-stopping one-point lead to a more comfortable three-point margin.

The two-man show is exciting, especially if SU can get it on a continuous bases. Christmas and McCullough are two athletes that many teams in the 
nation can't match up with, and their success will help the other struggling scorers.

Editors note: Moving forward Vine Rewind will be a weekly special during the basketball season. Feel free to send along suggestions of things to look 
for and breakdown. Your comments and observations are always welcomed.
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