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AFC East

◦ Buffalo Bills
◦ Miami Dolphins
◦ New England Patriots
◦ New York Jets

AFC West

◦ Denver Broncos
◦ Kansas City Chiefs
◦ Oakland Raiders
◦ San Diego Chargers

NFC North

◦ Chicago Bears
◦ Detroit Lions
◦ Green Bay Packers
◦ Minnesota Vikings

NFC South

◦ Atlanta Falcons
◦ Carolina Panthers
◦ New Orleans Saints
◦ Tampa Bay Buccaneers

NFC East

◦ Dallas Cowboys
◦ New York Giants
◦ Philadelphia Eagles
◦ Washington Redskins

NFC West
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◦ San Francisco 49ers
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◦ Fantasy Football
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• NBA

Eastern - Atlantic

◦ Boston Celtics
◦ Brooklyn Nets
◦ New York Knicks
◦ Philadelphia 76ers
◦ Toronto Raptors

Eastern - Central

◦ Chicago Bulls
◦ Cleveland Cavaliers
◦ Detroit Pistons
◦ Indiana Pacers
◦ Milwaukee Bucks

Eastern - Southeast

◦ Atlanta Hawks
◦ Charlotte Hornets
◦ Miami Heat
◦ Orlando Magic
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◦ Washington Wizards

Western - Southwest

◦ Dallas Mavericks
◦ Houston Rockets
◦ Memphis Grizzlies
◦ New Orleans Pelicans
◦ San Antonio Spurs

Western - Northwest

◦ Denver Nuggets
◦ Minnesota Timberwolves
◦ Oklahoma City Thunder
◦ Portland Trail Blazers
◦ Utah Jazz

Western - Pacific

◦ Golden State Warriors
◦ Los Angeles Clippers
◦ Los Angeles Lakers
◦ Phoenix Suns
◦ Sacramento Kings
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◦ WNBA and NCAA WBB
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◦ NBA Odds
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• MLB

AL West

◦ Houston Astros
◦ Los Angeles Angels
◦ Oakland Athletics
◦ Seattle Mariners
◦ Texas Rangers

AL Central

◦ Chicago White Sox
◦ Cleveland Indians
◦ Detroit Tigers
◦ Kansas City Royals
◦ Minnesota Twins

AL East

◦ Baltimore Orioles
◦ Boston Red Sox
◦ New York Yankees
◦ Tampa Bay Rays
◦ Toronto Blue Jays

NL West

◦ Arizona Diamondbacks
◦ Colorado Rockies
◦ Los Angeles Dodgers
◦ San Diego Padres
◦ San Francisco Giants

NL Central

◦ Chicago Cubs
◦ Cincinnati Reds
◦ Milwaukee Brewers
◦ Pittsburgh Pirates
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Eastern - Metropolitan

◦ Carolina Hurricanes
◦ Columbus Blue Jackets
◦ New Jersey Devils
◦ New York Islanders
◦ New York Rangers
◦ Philadelphia Flyers
◦ Pittsburgh Penguins
◦ Washington Capitals

Western - Pacific

◦ Anaheim Ducks
◦ Arizona Coyotes
◦ Calgary Flames
◦ Edmonton Oilers
◦ Kings, Sharks, & Ducks
◦ Los Angeles Kings
◦ San Jose Sharks
◦ Vancouver Canucks

Western - Central

◦ Chicago Blackhawks
◦ Colorado Avalanche
◦ Dallas Stars
◦ Minnesota Wild
◦ Nashville Predators
◦ St. Louis Blues
◦ Winnipeg Jets
◦ Kings, Sharks, & Ducks
◦ Fantasy Hockey
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Where Does Iowa Go After Falling In 2K Classic In NYC?

By Thomas Beindit @tbeindit on Nov 24 2014, 8:00a +

Jim O'Connor-USA TODAY Sports
×

Get the latest Big Ten Basketball news with BT Powerhouse

Follow BT Powerhouse on Twitter Follow @BTpowerhouse 1,538 followers

Like BT Powerhouse Facebook

The Hawkeyes had two disappointing losses in New York. What now?

 Tweet Share on Twitter (8) Share Share on Facebook (1)  Share Share with NCAA Basketball friends + Comments 

The Hawkeyes had a rough trip to the Big Apple.  In fact, Iowa went 0-2 in the 2K Classic.  For a Hawkeye team hoping to secure a quality non-
conference win on their trip, this was a result fans did not want to see.  Not only did Iowa get matched up against a quality opponent in Texas, but they 
also got a chance to take down perennial power Syracuse.  Either of those would have been a good win to take back home.  Unfortunately, that's not 
how things worked out for Iowa.

The question for this Iowa team becomes, what now?  This has become a reoccurring theme for this team over the last few years and fans are looking 
for a different result.  Iowa competes with a top team - or a team perceived by most to be a top team - but ends up falling just short.  Certainly, Iowa 

316LikeLike
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has scored some big wins over the last few years.  For example, they beat Ohio State on the road and Xavier on a neutral court last season, but this has 
become a narrative for the team the last few years.

Just look at the end of last season.  Iowa ended the season with a 4 game losing streak and in total, lost 7 of the team's final 8 games.  That's not the 
kind of stretch you see out of many NCAA Tournament teams.  What's even more bizarre, is that it's not that crazy when you look at how they lost the 
games.  All 7 of those losses came by 10 points or less, 3 of the losses came by 5 points or loss, and one of the losses came in overtime.  Regardless of 
your thoughts on Iowa's team, that's a razor thin margin and ultimately, the thing that took a lot of the steam out of their season.

Now, it appears to have carried over to this year.  After easily jumping out to a 2-0 record against two overmatched opponents, Iowa followed it up 
with 2 disappointing losses.  Now, the Hawkeyes sit at 2-2 with no impressive wins and no chances at a quality win for the next 3 games.

But first, let's talk about those two losses.

The boxscore won't tell this, but Iowa was in pretty solid position in both of those games.  To start, against Texas, Iowa led at halftime and with 18:39 
minutes remaining, Iowa was at least tied.  Now, things certainly did not go as well following that opening segment, but they were still within 2 points 
with 13:16 remaining and within 4 points with 12:12 remaining.  Now, I am not trying to use revisionist history to pretend like Iowa almost beat Texas. 
 The Longhorns absolutely deserved to win that game, but my point here is that it was competitive until the final 10 minutes and even then, it was not 
really over until the final 7 minutes.  Maybe Iowa just wasn't good enough to close the deal, but when you are right there for three quarters of the game, 
you have to think you at least had a shot.

Against Syracuse, Iowa got down big, but gradually closed the gap in the 2nd Half and particularly in the final 10 minutes and ended up within a final 
possession in the last few minutes.  Similar to the Texas loss, this is another game that largely depends on perception.  Either Iowa was lucky to have 
been able to get back in this game or they were simply regressing back toward their regular play and simply could not overcome a bad start to close the 
deal.  Still, regardless of that distinction, this was another disappointing loss where Iowa was in position to close the deal.

So what now?  Whether bad luck or not, Iowa still needs to move on from this game.  Considering that the team is just 4 games into the year, Iowa 
needs to move forward, but how?

The first thing that Iowa has to do is regroup and take care of business.  Close losses can be particularly troubling and considering that the team faces 
three opponents in a row that are 100+ according to KenPom, a let down could be in the works.  I certainly am not predicting Iowa to fall in any of its 
next three games, but staying focused is a must.  This is where you hope some of the older members of the team like Mike Gesell and Aaron White to 
continue to make an impact for the team.

The other big thing that Iowa must do in the non-conference slate is secure a marquee win.  If the Hawkeyes enter Big Ten play without a big win, 
that's going to pose a major challenge for the team's season goals.  Scoring conference wins is a big challenge and far from a guarantee.  The big two 
games here are Iowa State and North Carolina.  Iowa gets the Cyclones at home, but will have to travel to UNC.  Iowa is currently projected to go 1-1 
in those two games and that would certainly be big, but making sure they get a win there will be big.  Iowa will need role players like Trey Dickerson 
and Peter Jok to play better if they're going to pull off a win in one of these games.

Overall, Iowa needs to find a way to move on from two disappointing losses in New York.  In terms of pursuing Iowa's overall goal of reaching the 
postseason, it has to be avoiding a let down in the next three games and making sure to grab at least one marquee win in the non-conference slate.  If 
the team can do this, it would go a long way toward moving forward after some disappointing losses.
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