Jones Scores 31, No. 2 Duke Beats Georgia State, 74-63

DURHAM, N.C. (AP) -- No. 2 Duke hadn’t shot this poorly all season. The Blue Devils made up for it with
one of their most impressive rebounding performances in four decades under Hall of Fame coach Mike
Krzyzewski.

Tre Jones scored a career-high 31 points and Duke pulled away to beat pesky Georgia State 74-63 on
Friday night in the 2K Empire Classic benefiting Wounded Warrior Project.

Freshman Vernon Carey Jr. added season highs of 20 points and 14 rebounds and Jack White finished
with 10 rebounds.

Duke (4-0) overcame its season-worst 34.2% shooting by outrebounding the Panthers 58-32, and the
school says its 30 offensive rebounds were the most in Krzyzewski's 40 seasons.

“I feel like if | rebound, the points will just come,” Carey said.

And yet, three nights after top-ranked Kentucky was upset at home by Evansville, the Blue Devils - 28
1/2-point favorites - were on upset alert against an unintimidated mid-major for longer than expected
before they scratched out a sloppy victory, their 150th in a row at Cameron Indoor Stadium against
nonconference opponents.

“Probably at halftime, | feel like maybe we were just like, ‘What if that happens to us?”” Carey said.
“Coaches told us to bring it, and if you brought it, you'd be fine, and that’s what we did in the second half.”

This one was tied at 40 with less than 17 minutes to play, before Jones took over. He scored 10 points
during a 13-0 run that pushed the lead into double figures.

He put them ahead to stay with a 3-pointer and followed that with three layups through traffic. On the last
one, he blew past Chris Clerkley while drawing contact from the Georgia State guard, then hit a free
throw to put Duke up 51-40. After Wendell Moore capped the run with a stickback, the Panthers never got
closer than nine the rest of the way.

Corey Allen scored 20 points and Kane Williams finished with 16 for Georgia State (1-2).
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