
 

 

 

 

 

 

Syracuse and Rutgers to square off in the Empire Classic  

benefiting Wounded Warrior Project presented by Skyscanner 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

October 7, 2026  
 
 
Princeton, N.J. – The Gazelle Group is pleased to announce the 2027 Empire Classic benefiting Wounded 
Warrior Project presented by Skyscanner will feature the Syracuse Orange and the Rutgers Scarlet 
Knights on Saturday, February 6th, 2027 at Barclays Center in Brooklyn, New York. The game will tip at 
11:00am ET and air on ESPN2.  
 
Public sale will begin later this year. For early access to tickets before the public sale, sign up for email 
updates here.  
 
This game will mark the 49th meeting between the Orange and the Scarlet Knights dating back to 1920, 

with Syracuse leading the series 38-10.  

Gerry McNamara is taking over at Syracuse after leading Siena to the NCAA Tournament in 2026. 

McNamara was part of Syracuse’s 2003 national championship team as a player and later spent 15 years 

on the program’s coaching staff before leaving for Siena. 

https://gazellegroup.us20.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=f4c68531fb9f4bcb8919e6897&id=b9f3d92d2e


Rutgers heads into the season with a revamped roster and some new pieces to build around. The Scarlet 

Knights return leading scorer Tariq Francis and add 7-foot-2 center Dorin Buca from Kansas State and 

MAAC Rookie of the Year Will Sydnor from Manhattan. 

 

About the Gazelle Group 

The Gazelle Group is a sports marketing firm specializing in coach and player representation, 

sponsorship sales and consulting, and event production and management. Gazelle produces numerous 

nationally recognized college sports events, such as the Capital Showcase, Empire Classic, Legends 

Classic, Gotham Classic, Greensboro Invitational, Sunshine Slam, College Basketball Invitational, Kwik 

Trip Holiday Face-Off, Deacon-Wolverine Challenge, Boardwalk Battle, Jersey Jam, and Holiday Hoopfest 

- as well as on-campus events at Duke, Kentucky, Ohio State, Marquette and other institutions across 

the country. For more information on the Gazelle Group, please visit gazellegroup.com. 

 
About Brooklyn Sports & Entertainment 
Brooklyn Sports & Entertainment is a platform company spanning sports, entertainment, hospitality, 
media, real estate and community impact. As the parent company of Barclays Center, the Brooklyn Nets, 
the New York Liberty, the Long Island Nets, Brooklyn Basketball and BKMAG, Brooklyn Sports & 
Entertainment creates bold, innovative and unforgettable experiences inspired by Brooklyn. 

 

About Skyscanner  
Skyscanner is a leading global travel platform that helps travelers plan and book their trip with ease and 
confidence. Every month, Skyscanner connects millions of travelers, in 52 countries and 37 languages, to 
more than 1400 trusted travel partners so they can find the best flight, stay, package, train, and car hire 
options. 
 
Founded in 2003, Skyscanner has offices worldwide, in Europe, Asia-Pacific and the Americas where 
team members develop traveler-first innovations, powered by data and insights. Making use of AI and 
the latest technology, Skyscanner simplifies the complexity of travel and provides honest and 
transparent solutions, searching more than 100 billion prices every day so travelers can be sure they've 
seen the best possible options, all in one place. Download the Skyscanner app on  Apple or  Google 
Play and follow us on LinkedIn. 

 

file:///Z:/Shared/Company/Event%20Operations/2026%20Events/Holiday%20Hoopfest/Media/gazellegroup.com
https://www.skyscanner.com/
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/skyscanner-flights-travel/id415458524
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=net.skyscanner.android.main&hl=en_NZ
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=net.skyscanner.android.main&hl=en_NZ
https://www.linkedin.com/company/skyscanner/home/

